www.northcountynews.com North County News January 26 - February 1, 2005 NEWS 17

Photo courtesy of KC Testwuide

Julie Betts Testwuide's art exhibit, “Equestrian
Landscapes,” (right) is on exhibit at the
Chappaqua Library Gallery.

by Leda Blumberg

If you enjoy impressionistic art and you
like horses, yuu ‘Il love Julie Betts
Testwuide’s show “Equestrian

Landscapes,” whxch is currently on display

in the Chappaqua Library Gallery.
Testwuide, a Yorktown resident, has taken

two of her great loves — horses and art — and

has put them together to create exquisite

pieces of work which capture the beauty of

horses and their landscapes.

“Equestrian Landscapes” features 20 orig-
inal prints that will appeal to more than just
horse lovers. Anyone who appreciates fine
art that depicts country life should enjoy this
show. The exhibit, which opened January
15, runs through February 28.

Testwuide’s artwork blends her astute pho-
tographer’s eye with her intuitive

painter’s vision. Her technique captures the
motion and energy of the sport, and the vital-
ity of horse and rider.

Testwuide grew up in Iowa and always had
a deep love for horses.

“Every Christmas [ dreamed of getting a
horse,” said Testwuide. “I used to beg my
parents for a horse. We had nowhere to keep
a horse and we couldn’t really afford to keep
one anyway, so it was just a dream.”

A dream that she has kept alive.

As a high school student, she worked at a
stable in exchange for riding.

“This gave me a feel of what it would be
like to take care of a horse,” said Testwuide.

Later, while attending college at the
University of Wisconsin, she took riding les-
sons in their indoor arena. The university’s
riding program gave Testwuide a chance to
develop her riding skills and further fueled
her enthusiasm to someday own her
own horse.

Finally, when she and her husband, Kip,
were living in Cortlandt, her dream came
true with the purchase of a chestnut Quarter
Horse, Finnigan, who she found through an
ad in the PennySaver. The Testwuides
enjoyed taking turns riding Finnigan on the
trails of Blue Mountain Reservation.

“He was a really nice horse,” Testwuide
reminisced. “He’d sometimes try to take
advantage of me, but he was really fun
to ride.”

When the Testwuides started a family, it
became more difficult to keep a horse, so
they reluctantly sold Finnigan. Raising a
family and developing her photographic and
artistic career took priority. She had hoped
that her children would become avid riders,
but instead they became captivated by ski

racing, a sport in which all three
children excel.

As her children, Emily, 17, Mollie, 15, and
KC, 11, get older and more independent,
Testwuide plans to get another horse.

Testwuide has been working in corporate
and sports photography since completing her
Master’s Degree in 1981. She’s worked for
a whole host of clients, including AT&T,
Avon, Chase, Chemical Bank, General
Foods, Manufacturers Hanover, Miller
Brewing, Phillip Morris, Simon & Schuster
and St. Martin’s Press. Her photographs
have appeared in The New York Times
Magazine, The Daily News, New York Post,
Runner’s World Magazine, Rurming News
Magazine, New York Magazine, and in annu-
al reports and corporate brochures.

In 1995, Testwuide branched out into the
world of fine art by transforming some of her
photographs into prints that resemble paint-
ings, an artform she calls “painterly photos.”

“Horses are my very favorite animal,”
remarked Testwuide. “They are so beautiful.
[ just started thinking why am I not
more scenes with horses with this art tech-
nique that I have now. Two summers ago |
started doing that, and now I’d really like to
do it even more in Westchester because there
are so many beautiful horse farms here. The
opportunities are endless.”

Testwuide explained the unique artistic
technique she wused for “Equestrian

“I start with an old Polaroid camera from
the 1970s. After taking a photograph, I
manipulate the film with wooden tools. This
gives the photographs a more impressionistic
look,” she explained.

“It’s a fine line: how much to
manipulate the film. It has to be done fairly
quickly while the emulsion is still wet.
Temperature greatly affects this process and
it’s much harder to do in cold weather.”

Testwuide scans her transformed Polaroid
image into her computer, then copies it onto
watercolor paper so she can enhance the
image with colored pencils and pastels. She
creates limited editions of 35 prints for each
piece of artwork.

Many of these images will be for sale at the
Chappaqua show and are available in two
different sizes: 8” x 8” and 20” x 20.”

Testwuide plans to spend more time photo-
graphing local horse farms for her artwork.

“My goal is to explore more horse farms in
Westchester and to capture some nice land-
scapes with horses in them,” she said. “] like
to recreate the beauty of the whole scene, not

just the horses.”

Many of her prints are sold to hotels,
restaurants, interior designers and art con-
sultants, as well as private clients. Some
major hotel chains, such as Hilton, Marriott
and Ritz Carlton, feature her artwork in their
lobbies, rooms and other public spaces.

Testwuide plans to continue selling her
pieces in galleries, tack stores, at horse shows
and by commission. She has recently started
using some of these images under glass
to make items like trays platters and
decorative plates.

“It’s nice to have other ways of presenting
art aside from hanging on the wall,”
remarked Testwuide.

Although horses are a favorite subject,
Testwuide also has created a magnificent col-
lection of artwork from a mde variety of top-
ics: beach scenes, cities, villages and coun-
tryside around Europe, wildlife, farm ani-
mals, and a variety of scenes from different
locations around the United States.

“Equestrian  Landscapes” at the
Chappaqua Library Gallery, located on 195
Greeley Avenue, runs from January 15
through February 26. Show hours are:
Monday through Thursday from 9 am. to 8
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p.m.; Friday 9 am. to § p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information about the show, you can call the
gallery at (914) 238-4779.

For more information about Testwuide’s
artwork, you may reach the artist by email at
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Contact horses@north countynews to list your event here

jbt@juliearts.com or by phone (914) 962-

5096. You may see more of her artwork at
www.guild.com or at Testwuide’s website
www,juliearts.com. Testwuide’s work can
also be viewed at her studio/gallery through-
out the year by appointment.
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